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NESCO 

E.0.11652: N/A 

TAGS: UNESCO, AORG, PORG 

SUBJECT: UNESCO: INFORMATION GROUP MEETING-REQUEST EOR 
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT US "PROPOSAL" FOR 
HANDLING DIVISIVE POLITICAL ISSUES IN UNESCO 

1. INFORMATION GROUP, CHAIRED BY NEW ZEALAND, MET ON 
JULY 6. ATTENDANCE WAS SMALL AS MANY MEMBERS ALREADY 
AWAY ON HOLIDAYS. NEXT SESSION WILL BE CONVENED ON 
SEPT 2. 

2. PRINCIPAL TOPICS INCLUDED REVIEW OF STATUS OF USG 
"PROPOSAL" FOR MECHANISM TO HANDLE DIVISIVE POLITICAL 
CONFRONTATIONS IN UNESCO, WHICH US DEL TABLED AT 102 EXBD 
MEETING, AND US DEL SUGGESTION THAT MORE EFEICIENT MEANS 
OF CONTACT BETWEEN THE IG AND OTHER REGIONAL GROUPS BE 
SOUGHT. 

3. US PERM DEL RECALLED, PER US "PROPOSAL", THAT A 
MECHANISM MIGHT CONSIST OF A COMMITTEE OE NON- 
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GOVERNMENTAL EXPERTS APPOINTED BY DG, WITH EXBD'S 
CONCURRENCE, WHICH WOULD REVIEW CONTENTIOUS POLITICAL 
ISSUES AND SUBMIT FINDINGS TO EXBD, THE GEN CONE, OR 
OTHER APPROPRIATE BODIES. POINTING OUT THAT VEHICLE SUCH 
AS DRAFTING AND NEGOTIATING GROUP MIGHT ULTIMATELY BE 
FOUND A FEASIBLE SOLUTION, HE STRESSED THAT US PROPOSAL 
IS STILL VERY MUCH ALIVE, THAT IT WILL BE RAISED AGAIN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


AT 103 EXBD, PROBABLY IN CONTEXT OE ITEM SUCH AS 
"WORKING METHODS OE EXBD" WHICH HAS ALREADY BEEN 
INSCRIBED ON AGENDA, AND ASKED MEMBERS TO SOLICIT THEIR 
GOVTS' REACTIONS. IG MEMBERS AGREED THAT DISCUSSION 
UNDER ANOTHER AGENDA ITEM RATHER THAN ITS OWN WOULD 
PROBABLY HELP TO AVOID PROVOKING UNMANAGEABLE DEBATE 
AND A NEGATIVE VOTE BEFORE "PROPOSAL" IS GIVEN A FAIR 
HEARING. REPRESENTATIVES OF BELGIUM, FRANCE, AUSTRALIA, 
NEW ZEALAND, AND ERG STRESSED, HOWEVER, THAT THEY 
WOULD NEED TO KNOW THE ELEMENTS OF THE US "PROPOSAL ' 

IN MORE CONCRETE TERMS IN ORDER TO ELICIT USEFUL 
RESPONSES FROM THEIR GOVTS. FURTHERMORE, THEIR GENERALLY 
"LUKE- WARM " SUPPORT FOR PRINCIPLE OF US "PROPOSAL" WAS 
TEMPERED WITH FAIR AMOUNT OF SKEPTICISM ABOUT CHANCES 
FOR SUCCESS. BELGIUM'S AMBASSADOR VAN USSEL ALSO 
REPEATED EARLIER COUNSEL THAT US PROPOSAL SHOULD BE KEPT 
SEPARATE FROM DNG, AS DNG WAS CREATURE OF THE 19TH GEN 
CONE AND HAS NO LIFE BEYOND IT. 

4. PERM REP REPLIED THAT INITIAL "PROPOSAL" HAS BEEN 
KEPT PURPOSELY VAGUE AS A TACTICAL MATTER, AS WELL AS TO 
KEEP DOOR OPEN TO SUGGESTIONS AND NEGOTIATIONS. HE SAID 
THAT PROPOSAL CAN BE EXPANDED, AND TAILORED TO 
OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED BY 103 EXBD, AND THAT IT IS LIKELY 
USG WILL NEED TO GO TO CAPITALS, OWING TO PRESS OF TIME 
AND FACT THAT MOST OF IG MEMBERS WILL BE AWAY ON 
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VACATION DURING lULY AND AUGUST. 
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5. COMMENT: IE PERM DEL IS TO PREPARE GROUND PROPERLY 
EOR ELABORATED US "PROPOSAL" (PARA. 3 ABOVE) WHICH WILL 
BE DISCUSSED AT THE 103 EXBD, WE WILL NEED ESSENTIAL 
ELEMENTS OE PROPOSAL WELL BEFORE BEGINNING OF AUGUST WHEN 
ALMOST ALL DELEGATIONS WILL BE AWAY ON HOLIDAY. THE 

TIME BETWEEN THE BEGINNING OE SEPT AND SEPT 12 OPENING OE 
EXBD WOULD NOT BE ADEQUATE TO DO WORK PROPERLY. WE WILL 
ALSO NEED TO GO TO CAPITALS TO MUSTER SUPPORT AND 
COSPONSORSHIP EOR US "PROPOSAL" AS PERM DELS IN PARIS 
WILL NOT IN MOST CASES HAVE AUTHORITY TO ACT. 

6. CONCERNING MORE EEEICIENT RELATIONS BETWEEN THE IG 
AND OTHER REGIONAL GROUPS, US PERM REP SUGGESTED 
THAT IG MAY WISH TO ADOPT A PROCEDURE OE CONSTITUTING A 
"SOUNDING COMMITTEE" WHICH WOULD BE AUTHORIZED TO 
APPROACH KEY LEADERS REPRESENTING OTHER REGIONAL GROUPS 
ON MATTERS OE MUTUAL INTEREST. HE POINTED OUT THAT WHILE 
THIS IS PRESENTLY BEING DONE ON A "PERSONAL" NON- 
OEFICIAL BASIS, THE REGULARIZATION OF THIS METHOD WILL 
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LEAD TO BETTER COORDINATION, INFORMATION AND 
CONCILIATION. IG MEMBERS PRESENT RESPONDED GENERALLY 
THAT THEY BELIEVED ATTENTION TO IMPROVED COORDINATION 
WAS INDEED A GOOD IDEA, BUT PREEERRED TO DEAL WITH EACH 
QUESTION OE "MUTUAL INTEREST" ON AN AD HOC BASIS RATHER 
THAN CONSTITUTING ANY EORMAL "SOUNDING COMMITTEE." IN 
CONCLUSION IT WAS AGREED THAT THE "SOUNDING COMMITTEE" 
METHOD WOULD BE USED AS A REGULARIZED METHOD EOR 
CONSULTING WITH OTHER REGIONAL GROUPS ON AN ISSUE BY 
ISSUE BASIS. MEMBERS OE THE "SOUNDING COMMITTEE" WOULD 
BE SELECTED AS THE SITUATION DEMANDED AND WOULD 
REPRESENT THE IG. ANY MEMBER OE THE IG COULD AT ANY 
TIME REQUEST A "SOUNDING COMMITTEE" TO CONTACT LEADERS OE 
OTHER UNESCO GROUPS AND REPORT BACK TO THE LULL IG. WITH 
THESE MODIEICATIONS THE US PROPOSAL WAS AGREED TO 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

HARTMAN 
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